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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST



Prelude                                 

Tolling of the Bells

Call to Worship                     

Sunday, September 17, 2023

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

* As the Spirit guides you, we encourage you to rise in body or spirit.

*Opening Hymn                    Now Let Us All, in Hymns of Praise

Welcome and Announcements 

Responsive Prayer of Invocation

One: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless God’s holy name.

All: Bless the Holy One, O my soul, and do not forget—
God forgives all sin, redeems my life from the Pit,
and crowns me with steadfast love and mercy.

One: God, and no one else, satisfies you with good as long as you live
so that your strength is renewed like the eagle’s.

All: The Most High works reparation and justice for all who are oppressed.
The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

One: As the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is God’s determined love toward you,
for God knows how we were made
and remembers that we are earth and breath.

All: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless God’s holy name. Amen.

-Psalm 103
*The Peace of Christ

One: “The Peace of Christ be with you.”
All: And also with you!

Choir Anthem                      One Faith, One Hope, One Lord               Craig Courtney

(See last page for lyrics.)

Exodus 14:5-16, 21-22



* As the Spirit guides you, we encourage you to rise in body or spirit.

Blessing

Message for All Ages

Children leave for Faith Workshop

Sermon                                 “Would it have been better?”                     

*Hymn                                  My Faith Is an Oaken Staff

Prayers of the People                                                                     

The Lord's Prayer                                                                                      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come;
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering                                                                           

Offertory                             

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that Love has done.
Creator, Christ, & Spirit one. Amen.

Doxology            Each week, we sing and sign an inclusive Doxology (ASL). 

*Closing Hymn                     What a Covenant

Benediction

Choral Response                       

Postlude                               

Following the Closing Hymn, we encourage the congregation to remain risen, in body or
spirit, to receive the Benediction, which is both blessing and commission.
You may sit for the Choral Response and Postlude in quiet contemplation.

All are invited to the Parish Hall for coffee, tea, and snacks. We understand it can be
difficult to step into a room of strangers. We hope, with every cup and cookie, we can

deepen our connections and learn a little more about each other each week.











One Faith, One Hope, One Lord
Craig Courtney

One faith, one hope, one Lord, one church for which He died.
One voice, one song we lift in praise

to Him Who was and is and shall be evermore.

There is one body, one Spirit, as you were called to one hope.
One Lord, baptism and faith,

one God and Father of all, above all, through all who is in you all.

Though we be many people, diverse with various gifts,
we are given to each other for the unity of faith,

that we grow in the knowledge of the Son of God,
in the fullness of Christ.

One faith, one hope, one Lord, one God!

Bulletin RemindersBulletin Reminders

FALL FAIR DONATION DROP-OFFS
White Elephants: Beginning Friday,
September 22, White Elephant donations may
be left in the Parish Hall (kitchen end). Plan
ahead! The last day for dropping off White
Elephant donations is Thursday, September 28.
If bringing donations in during the week,
Church doors are open Monday, Wednesday,
and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Books, Christmas, and Costume donations
are requested to be neatly piled in the small
classroom opposite Greg’s office. 

Jewelry: We welcome all sorts of jewelry,
heirloom and costume! Leave them in the
Church Office. Seal them in envelopes and
pass through the office door mail slot or leave
just outside the office door on Sunday morning.

PIE-MAKING NIGHT - PARISH HALL KITCHEN
Tuesday, September 19, 6:30 p.m.
(or just come when you can!)  
Enjoy an evening out in our awesome Parish
Hall kitchen! Have a good chat and peel a
peck of apples to make pies for the Fair
Luncheon and Bake Shoppe. Please bring your
favorite peeler and, perhaps, some apples, a
few pie crusts, sugar and spice fillings, Or just
come, even if you are not a baker! Many hands
help to make lots of yummy pie. See your
Wednesday Email for easy and awesome pie
filling and pie crust recipes from Beth!

CWS BACK-TO-SCHOOL KITS
We especially need notebooks, scissors (blunt
ends), pencils, and pencil sharpeners. Items
may be left in the baskets near the lower
elevator. See Leona Dalton at Coffee Hour.


