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Fourth Sunday
of Advent
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of Advent December 24, 2023December 24, 2023



* As the Spirit guides you, we encourage you to rise in body or spirit.

Tolling of the Bells

Prelude                                Infant Holy                                                     Polish Carol

Call to Worship                                                                                         Luke 1:26-35

*Opening Hymn                   What Child Is This?

Welcome and Announcements                                                                   

Responsive Prayer of Invocation

One: We share the story of your steadfast love, O God;
with our lives we proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.

All: We declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.

One: You said, “I have made a covenant with my people,
I have sworn to my servant David.”

All: The heavens praise your wonders, O God,
for who in the skies can be compared to you?

One: The heavens are yours, the earth also is yours;
the world and all that is in it — you have founded them.

All: The north and the south — you created them;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne
and steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.

One: Joyful are the people who know your way,
who travel by the light of your word.

All: For you are the glory of our strength;
by your favor our house is blessed;
by your love our lives are secure. Amen.

(Psalm 89)

Lighting the Advent Candle of Peace                                                                                    

God, light the way. We scramble and hurry things along. Remind us to be still
and inhale deeply... (pause) ...Restrain our frenzied spirits. Slow us down to
linger longer here at the threshold of your arrival. In the fullness of time, may
the light of your love shine clearly before us.



* As the Spirit guides you, we encourage you to rise in body or spirit.

Passing of the Peace

Luke 1:26-38 (The Message)

Blessing

Sung Response                     He Came Down

One: “The Peace of Christ be with you.”
All: And also with you!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come;
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.           

*Closing Hymn                     Angels, from the Realms of Glory

Benediction

Postlude                               Noel Suisse                                                        Dandrieu

Following the Closing Hymn, we encourage the congregation to remain risen, in
body or in spirit, to receive the Benediction, which is both blessing and commission.

We do hope you will join us this evening, at 5:00 p.m., for a special Christmas
worship service of Lesson & Carols, featuring our Senior & Junior Choirs.

*Hymn                                 Creator of the Stars of Night

Invitation to the Offering

Prayers of the People

Song                                   Wait for the Lord (Taize)

The Lord’s Prayer

Message                             Finding Muchness
                                           Written by Kobi Yamada, Illustrated by Charles Santoso












