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As in one body we have many members, and not
all the members have the same function. We have
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:

prophecy, in proportion to faith
ministry, in ministering
the teacher, in teaching
the exhorter, in exhortation
the giver, in generosity
the leader, in diligence
the compassionate, in cheerfulness

Romans 12:4-8



One: Pay attention, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.

All: We gather, O God, for comfort.
Turn our waste places into paradise, and our deserts into gardens.

One: Joy and gladness can be found in Christ,
thanksgiving and a new song emerge from the Spirit.

All: We gather, O God, to rejoice.
Soften our fearful hearts, and unclench our angered fists.

One: Sound teaching flows from God’s word,
and justice shines a light to the peoples.

All: We gather, O God, to learn.
Open the gates of your temple that we may enter and worship. Amen.

Isaiah 51

Prelude                                 Angels Serenade                                              G. Braga

Call to Worship                     Romans 12:1-5

*Opening Hymn                    This Is My Father’s World

Welcome and Announcements                                                               

Responsive Prayer of Invocation                                                            

*The Peace of Christ                                                                                     

One: “The Peace of Christ be with you.”
All: And also with you!

Matthew 16:13-20                                                                                        

Blessing

Anthem                                Elegy                                                        F. Mendelssohn

Sermon                                "A Kingdom without Locks"

Sunday, August 27, 2023
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

* As the Spirit guides you, we encourage you to rise in body or spirit.



*Hymn                                   Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

Invitation to the Offering                                                                           

Offertory                              Afternoon Prelude                                              A. Potter

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that Love has done.
Creator, Christ, & Spirit one. Amen.

Doxology            Each week, we sing and sign an inclusive Doxology (ASL). 

The Lord's Prayer                                                                                      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come;
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayers of the People                                                                     

*Closing Hymn                     I Need You Every Hour

Benediction                          

Postlude                               Mighty Power of God                                          A. Page

A hearty thank-you to Donna Chaff, our accompanist this morning,
who is filling in for Elissa Putukian.

Following the Closing Hymn, we encourage the congregation to remain risen, in body
or spirit, to receive the Benediction, which is both blessing and commission. You may sit

for the Postlude in quiet contemplation.









FALL FAIR DONATION DROP-OFFS
All White Elephants, Books, Christmas
Decorations, and Costume donations are
welcomed in the small classroom opposite
Greg’s office. And, while you’re there, why not
sign up for cookie baking, too?
Book donations go beyond the double doors
at each end of the classroom hallway, on or
under the tables.
Jewelry donations may be left in the Church
Office during the week or placed in envelopes
and passed through the office door mail slot.
When delivering donations during the week, be
reminded that the Church Staff's in-office
hours are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, from
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please refrain, however,
from delivering all larger items until mid-
September.

CWS BACK-TO-SCHOOL KITS
Please take advantage of Back-to-School sales
to donate items for our school kits. We
especially need notebooks, scissors (blunt
ends), pencils, and pencil sharpeners. Items
may be left in the baskets near the lower
elevator. If you have questions, please see
Leona Dalton at Coffee Hour.

SUPPORT FOR REFUGEE FAMILIES
The City of Framingham is partnering with the
Framingham Interfaith Clergy Association
(FICA) to collect and to organize donations for
refugee families in three hotels in the City of
Framingham. With more than 40 families to
support, the City is collaborating with FICA to
collect donations at their churches, parishes,
and temples. See your Wednesday Email for
locations and drop-off times.

HAPPY 97TH BIRTHDAY, BETTY JOST!
TODAY, August 27, Betty Jost will celebrate her
97th birthday! If you would like to send Betty
your best wishes, you can send your cards to:

JLM Care Center, Room 215
184 Ter Heun Dr.
Falmouth, MA 02540

THE KLATCH IS BACK!
Coffee Klatches will resume in mid-September,
so please be sure to check your Klatch Team on
the list in your Wednesday Email. All are
welcome, so if you do not see your name on a
Klatch, please let Leigh Remington know, and
you will be assigned to one. September Klatch
leaders will be in touch in the coming weeks,
via email or SignUp Genius. So, stay tuned…




