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“God does not give gifts.” 
It sounds strange, right? What do you mean, God 

doesn’t give gifts? What about the rain and the sunshine? 
What about our daily bread? I don’t mean to suggest that 
God is not generous. Quite the opposite, in fact, God is 
incredibly generous. So much so that God entrusts to 
humanity the care and protection of all Creation. 
Everything that has been, that is, that will be, is under the 
care and stewardship of humanity. 

When we say that God does not give gifts, we mean to 
recognize that, though all this has been entrusted to our 
care, it all still belongs to God. We are not the owners of 
Creation, nor any of the wealth we find within Creation; 
we are the caretakers of it, for a time, until we give it 
back to God.  

How many of you, when you hear the word 
“stewardship” automatically think “money”? For you who 
have been around this congregation in the fall, you’re 
familiar with what we used to call our “Annual 
Stewardship Drive.” This is our yearly appeal for you, the 
members and friends of The Plymouth Church, to make a 
promise, a pledge, a financial commitment for 2018. 

But, we’re not doing that this year. “Stewardship” is 
no longer about giving us your money so we can pay the 
light bill. It’s no longer about giving us your money so we 
can pay staff. Stewardship is not the price you pay for the 
product you pick up off the shelf. This isn’t Target. There 
are no two-for-one bargains on prayer. 

“Stewardship” is the spiritual act of waking up to how 
richly blessed we are to belong to a church, to Christ’s 
church; “Stewardship” is a religious ritual of responding to 
our belonging to such a wonderful group of beautiful 
people. “Stewardship” is the promise to care — for 
creation and for the vulnerable in our society. 
“Stewardship” is love. 

In the first letter of Peter, it says: “Like good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with 
whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks 
must do so as one speaking the very words of God; 
whoever serves must do so with the strength that God 
supplies.” 

Do not be daunted, be encouraged. Do not be afraid, 
get excited. For God has supplied us with a great treasure. 
God has entrusted us with the care and protection of a 
sacred treasure: the Church, and a world built on the 
principles of love and kindness. Together, we can achieve 
this and more. 

 
 
 
 

There is always so much to do and sometimes, this fall 
especially, it has seemed like our scale of business has 
ratcheted up. “Too busy” is the new regular-busy, and all 
the time more new activities and clubs and meetings shout 
for our attention. Several times this season I’ve found 
myself remembering a postcard on my friend’s mother’s 
refrigerator. It says “The hurrier I go, the behinder I get.” 

I don’t know about you, but the hurrier I go not only 
do I get behinder, but I also start to feel thin and fragile 
and pulled away from that center place of calm and focus. 
I get too flustered to notice God’s hand in my life and to 
discern the voice of Jesus calling to me. The only antidote 
I know is to hurry less and say “no” to some things so I can 
say “yes” to God.  

This past year, we embarked on a project of “Ritual 
Retrieval” to see what we could find in our ancestor’s 
wisdom that would help us find and hold onto our center 
today. We tried on rituals like the Epiphany lantern walk, 
we met and learned from different saints here in The 
Messenger, and we followed the same lectionary cycle of 
scripture readings as other congregations. It’s been a year 
of quiet experiments and exploration, and it is drawing to 
a close.  

So, where do we go next on our quest to slow down 
and go deep into the heart of our faith? We are going to 
meet Jesus again, for the first time.  

From November 6 to December 12, Greg and I will lead 
a class based on Marcus Borg’s book Meeting Jesus Again 
for the First Time. (Fear not! This book is a friendly, 
gentle read, not a dense academic tome.) Together, we’ll 
get to know Jesus as a historical figure, a theological idea, 
and a real and present companion in our lives today. 
Through daily prayer and weekly gatherings, we’ll open 
ourselves to the irresistible, transformative love of Jesus.  

We think this journey to meet Jesus again is so 
important, that we have canceled all Monday night 
meetings for the month of November, so all our church 
leaders can participate. We have multiple sessions 
available at different times of day, and it will be possible 
to participate as a “distance learner” online only. See the 
flyer in this Messenger for all the details! 

If you or someone you know is feeling pulled and 
brittle, or awash in treacherous seas, consider saying “no” 
to one or two things for the next six weeks, so you can say 
“Yes!” to meeting Jesus. As always, bring a friend! 

 
 
 
 
 

      



 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
November 5 

10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
Rev. Jim Antal 

Conference Minister and President 
MA Conference, UCC 

 
Open date for flower dedication 

 
All-Church Potluck in the Parish Hall 

following worship. 
 

Outreach Warm Clothing Drive begins. 
 

 
November 12 

10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
Rev. Will Tanner 

 
The Chancel flowers are given 

in loving memory of Gene Milam 
by Liz Milam. 

 
Outreach Warm Clothing Drive ends. 

 
November 19 

10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
Rev. Gregory Morisse 

 
Open date for flower dedication 

 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

Pledge Sunday 

 
November 26 

10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
Rev. Will Tanner 

 
Open date for flower dedication 

 
 
 
 

 
December 3 

10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
Rev. Gregory Morisse 

Advent I 
 

Open date for flower dedication 
 

Advent Spiral, 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
December 10 

10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
Rev. Will Tanner 

Advent II 
 

Open date for flower dedication 
 

Caroling, 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

STAY AFTER WORSHIP ON NOVEMBER 5 
FOR A POTLUCK LUNCH 

Sunday, November 5 is a potluck! Bring a table-
ready dish to share. Dishes needing to be kept 
warm can be placed in the oven. If you can, 
bring a card with the name of your dish and its 
main ingredients. Consider the theme of the 
day: the care and stewardship of the manifold 
gifts of God. 
 
What dish in your repertoire reflects gratitude 

for all that God has entrusted to you? 
 

 

NOVEMBER 5 IS THE FIRST SUNDAY 
OF OUR 2018 PLEDGE DRIVE! 

Sunday, November 5 is the first of three 
Sundays when you can bring in your 2018 Pledge. 
A Pledge Worksheet will arrive in your mailbox 
soon. On Sundays, November 5, 12, or 19 you 
can pick up a Pledge Card in worship and offer 
your pledge during the liturgy. Pledges received 
on Sunday, November 5 will be blessed by Rev. 
Antal during worship. 

 

 



Outreach Warm Clothing Drive 
 

Gently-used, warm clothing for men, women, and 
children will be collected on Sundays, November 
5 and November 12. We are looking specifically 
for scarves, mittens, hats, warm socks, coats, 
sweaters, jackets, and boots. All sizes children and 
adult. These will be delivered to local shelters the 
following week. There will be large boxes in the 
Parish Hall foyer for your donations. 
 

Annual Dinner to Honor Our Veterans 
 

To honor our armed forces veterans, and to show 
our deep appreciation for their service, The 
Plymouth Church, Edwards Church, and Open 
Spirit―joyfully invite all veterans living in 
MetroWest, and their families, to a FREE honorary 
dinner at The Plymouth Church Parish Hall, on 
Sunday, November 12, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The 
dinner includes chicken piccata, vegetable 
lasagna, meatballs, salad, bread, and dessert, and 
will also feature A Conversation with Ed Carr, in 
which Ed will share his experience as a U.S. 
Marine Veteran and how he uses equine therapy 
to cope with PTSD. Ed’s strength and 
perseverance echo through his work with the 
MetroWest Transit Authority and through his 
efforts to create the MetroWest Vietnam 
Veterans Monument. Music will be provided by 
Dave Jost/Don Ryan Jazz Duo. All MetroWest 
veterans and their families are invited. Please 
RSVP to 508.875.1364 by Monday, November 6, 
to be entered in a raffle. (See insert in this issue.) 
 

Cornucopia Invites You to the Movies 
 

On Thursday, November 16, from 9:30 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m., members of Cornucopia will screen 
the Frontline Documentary Being Mortal, based 
on the book by Atul Gawande. And we are 
extending an invitation to the congregation to join 
us. The focus of the documentary is conversations 
with patients and families about dying. The film 
lasts an hour, after which we will have a short 
discussion led by Greg Morisse. The plan is to 
start the film at 9:30-sharp, to leave time at the 
end for discussion. So, please plan to be in the 
Youth Room by 9:30.  Contact Nancy Lawson. 
 

Fall Cleanup for Framingham Seniors 
 

The Callahan Center is organizing a volunteer Fall 
Leaf Raking and Yard Clean Up activity to help 
Framingham’s older residents. The activity is 
planned for Saturday, November 18, and Sunday, 
November 19. Work will be done in three 3-hour 
shifts on those days at assigned private residence 
sites. A morning shift from 9:00 a.m. to noon, and 
an afternoon shift from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Volunteers are encouraged to take one or more 
shifts each. Groups will gather in the Plymouth 
Church parking lot. Those working a morning shift 
should report at 8:45 a.m., and those working 
afternoon shifts should report by 12:45 p.m. 
There will be just one afternoon shift on Sunday, 
November 19. Individuals and groups should bring 
their own rakes and gloves. In the event of rain, 
all groups and individuals should report at 12:45 
p.m. Sunday, November 19. Sign up as individuals, 
or in groups, by contacting Sam Swisher, 
Volunteer Outreach Coordinator, Callahan Center, 
508.532.5980, x4113; or ccvolrec@gmail.com . 
Volunteer for this hands-on event! Reach out and 
make your community more caring, stronger, and 
healthier. (See insert in this issue.)  

 

Plymouth Church Book Group 
 

For the month of 
November, the Plymouth 
Church Book Group will be 
reading and discussing 
Upstairs at the White 
House: My Life with the 
First Ladies, by J.B. West. 
“A fascinating look at life 
on Pennsylvania Avenue 
with America’s first 
families, by the man who 
spent nearly three decades in their midst.” 
 

Decorating the Church for Advent 
 

It's that time of year when we look forward to 
decorating the church for the Advent season. 
(Advent I is December 3 this year.) We need a 
crew of 6 to 8 industrious elves to help decorate 
the Parish Hall and Sanctuary on Saturday, 



December 2, beginning at 9:00 a.m. We need to 
put up two Christmas trees, hang wreathes, 
assemble the crèche, place the candles all around, 
and spread Christmas cheer in every corner. All 
are invited to join in this festive activity. Please 
call Carole Blackman (508.877.5510), if you’d like 
to donate an hour or two to dressing the church 
up for Christmas. 
 

Prayer Team Invitation 
 

The Prayer Team meets every Tuesday morning, 
at 11:00 a.m., to lift up the needs and concerns of 
the church brought to us by our members. If you 
feel you might like to be a part of this ministry, we 
invite you to join us any Tuesday morning to pray 
with us. Come a few times to try it out, and, if it 
feels right for you, please continue with us 
weekly. We would also like to invite those who 
don't feel called to be with us on Tuesday 
mornings, to simply pray for the prayers we are 
praying at that time. Thank you. 
 

Update on Sadie Thayer Rutenberg 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our granddaughter, Sadie, recently underwent a 
second scheduled heart valve replacement at the 
end of this past July. She had normally outgrown 
the first valve, and this new valve will be with her 
for many years. This photo is just one month after 
her surgery! She is an energetic, happy, 3-year 
old. 

―Chris and Barry Thayer 
 

Saint’s Corner 
 

Saint: All Saints 
From: Everywhere 
Saint Day: November 1 
 

The transition from October 
to November is marked by 
three related holidays back-to-back. Here, we will try 
to untangle this autumnal trio! 
Halloween, October 31: This holiday’s origins are 
tricky to trace. Common wisdom says Halloween 
existed for centuries as the Celtic harvest festival of 
Samhain (pronounced sow-in.) In the 6th century, 
Samhain was co-opted by Christian missionaries in 
their process of converting the Celts to Christianity. 
More recent scholarship, however, disputes this 
commonly held story. Regardless, we do know that 
the Irish celebrated Samhain around October 31 as 
the day when the veil between this world and the 
next is thinnest; a time when magic and mischief are 
especially likely. By contrast, some Catholic scholars, 
claim Halloween has Catholic roots as the day of 
fasting and prayer prior to All Saints Day. This day is 
observed with skits and costumes dramatizing the 
struggle between Good and Evil. 
All Saints Day, November 1: This is the day when the 
church celebrates all the saints and martyrs, known 
and unknown, who do not have their own Saint’s Day. 
People who believe in saints, believe a saint is 
someone known to be in heaven, as opposed to being 
in Purgatory or Hell. The church acknowledges that 
not every saint is known or officially recognized, and, 
so, All Saints Day is an opportunity to venerate and 
pray to all the saints. The holiday has been celebrated 
since the 4th century and was originally observed on 
May 13. In 837 CE, Gregory IV moved the festival to 
November 1 and gave it its current name, “All Saints 
Day.” 
All Souls Day, November 2 or 3: This is the day set 
aside for prayer for the dead. People who believe in 
purgatory use the day to pray on behalf of those souls 
in purgatory seeking a way into heaven. In many 
churches a special prayer, The Order of the Dead, is 
read or a requiem mass celebrated. As Protestants, 
we hold All Souls Day as a day to remember and to 
give thanks for our deceased loved ones and God’s 
care for them and for us. We celebrate life and honor 
death. In Mexico, this day is called Dia de los Muertos 
and is commemorated with favorite foods and special 
candies left at the graves of loved ones. 
\ 
 



 

Plymouth Church Calendar  
November 5 through December 7

 

Sun Nov 5 10:00am – 11:00am Worship – Rev. Jim Antal Sanctuary   
 11:00am – 12:30pm All-Church Potluck  Parish Hall 
Mon Nov 6 7:00pm – 8:30pm Connections Meeting   
Tue Nov 7 11:00am – 12:30pm Prayer Group  Parlor   
 7:30pm – 8:30pm Two or More (Bible Study)  Library   
Wed Nov 8 7:00am – 8:00am Earlybirds  CJ's Northside Grill   
 7:00pm – 8:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal   
Thu Nov 9 9:00am – 10:00am Worship Staff Meeting   
 9:30am – 11:00am Cornucopia   
 7:30pm – 9:00pm Senior Choir Rehearsal   
Sun Nov 12 10:00am – 11:00am Worship  Sanctuary   
Mon Nov 13 7:00pm – 9:00pm Governing Council 
Tue Nov 14 11:00am – 12:30pm Prayer Group  Parlor   
Wed Nov 15 7:00am – 8:00am Earlybirds  CJ's Northside Grill   
 7:00pm – 8:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal   
Thu Nov 16 9:30am – 11:00am Cornucopia   
 7:30pm – 9:00pm Senior Choir Rehearsal   
Sun Nov 19 10:00am – 11:00am Worship  Sanctuary   
Tue Nov 21 11:00am – 12:30pm Prayer Group  Parlor   
 7:30pm – 8:30pm Two or More (Bible Study)  Library   
Wed Nov 22 7:00am – 8:00am Earlybirds  CJ's Northside Grill   
 7:00pm – 8:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal   
Thu Nov 23 9:30am – 11:00am Cornucopia   
 7:30pm – 9:00pm Senior Choir Rehearsal   
Sun Nov 26 10:00am – 11:00am Worship  Sanctuary   
Mon Nov 27 7:00pm – 9:00pm Deacons Meeting   
Tue Nov 28 11:00am – 12:30pm Prayer Group  Parlor   
 7:00pm – 9:00pm Book Group  Youth Room   
Wed Nov 29  7:00am – 8:00am Earlybirds  CJ's Northside Grill   
 7:00pm – 8:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal   
Thu Nov 30 9:30am – 11:00am Cornucopia   
 7:30pm – 9:00pm Senior Choir Rehearsal   
Sun Dec 3 10:00am – 11:00am Worship – Advent I Sanctuary   
 5:00pm – 7:00pm Advent Spiral Parish Hall  
Mon Dec 4  7:00pm – 8:30pm Connections Meeting   
Tue Dec 5 11:00am – 12:30pm Prayer Group  Parlor   
 7:30pm – 8:30pm Two or More (Bible Study)  Library   
Wed Dec 6 7:00am – 8:00am Earlybirds  CJ's Northside Grill   
 7:00pm – 8:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal   
Thu Dec 7 9:30am – 11:00am Cornucopia   
 7:30pm – 9:00pm Senior Choir Rehearsal   


